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AN AWARENESS PROGRAMMIY
SAVE THE BIODIVERSITY = THROUGH PROTECT T
TORTILS

Under the auspices ol 1QAC NSS  AQWACULTURIE, AND FCO CLUB  of
GOVT Depree College- Avanigadda , faculty and students visited the turtle- conservation
hatcheries maintained by the forest department near Sagara Sangamam in  Palakaya
Tippa ,Koduru(MD).

Background:

Hamsaladeevi. located on the coastal belt, is a vital nesting ground for olive ridley tortoises.
These marine reptiles face numcrous threats, including habitat degradation, coastal
development, pollution, and accidental capture in fishing nets. Recognizing the importance of
safeguarding this species and their habitat, the NSS volunteers took up the initiative to
protect and conserve olive ridley tortoises.

Objectives:
The primary objectives of the NSS voluntecers' initiative were as follows:
a) Raise awarencss about the ccological significance of olive ridley tortoiscs.

INTRODUCTION

Turtles and tortoises grow slowly, mature late, and live a long time. This slow and steady

lifestyle strategy has served them well for millions of years.

Seven different species of sca (or marine) turtles grace our ocean waters, from the shallow
seagrass beds of the Indian Ocean, to the colorful reefs of the Coral Triangle and the sandy
beaches of the Eastern Pacific.
SEA Turtles -TYPES
Hawksbill,

Green,

Flatback,

Loggerhead,

Kemp's ridley,




Olive ridley turtles.
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and gillnets. Check out the Monterey Bay
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4. Leave only footprints. When you visi
pick up cverything before you leave. Things .likc
holes can creatc difficult obstacles for a nesting SC
Leave the beach clean and clear for all wildlife.

5. Voluntcer! There are countless ways that you can volunteer yout time to make &
differcnce for sca turtles. Organize or attend a clczm-up flzly - even if you don’t live
near a beach, parks arc important {oo! If in your arca, join a sca turtle nesting patrol to
help rescarchers determine nesting data. Most importantly, talk to anyone and

everyonc about ways they can help save sca wrtles cvery day.

6. Minimize beach lighting. The moon guides nesting sca turtles and hatchlings, so

flashlights or bright lights at beach houses can disorient turtles. Turn off exterior

lighting or switch to sea turtle friendly fixtures. When walking on the beach, place a

red filter over your flashlight or invest in a red-light flashlight.

nests, or hatchlings. We totally get it, seeing a sea
Turtles can get easily spooked when starting to
also known as a “false crawl”. Keep
e a safe and stress-free experience for

7. Don’t disturb nesting females,
turtle can be an exciting experience.
nest and may return back to sea without nesting,
your distance from sea turtles and nests to ensur

everyone.

8. Stay alert when boating. Sea turtles are air breathing reptiles, so they need to come
up to the surface fairly often. Boat and propeller strikes can seriously injure or kill
turtles. Stay alert, stay in channels, avoid running over their habitat like seagrass beds,

and slow down if you see a sea turtle nearby.

9. Hold the balloons! Celebrations can be just as fun without balloons, and they
aren’t much fun when they come back down. Helium balloons can travel long distances

and can entangle land and marine animals..

10. Be the voice for the voiceless. We must take a stand for those who can’t do so for
themselves by spreading awareness and fighting for change. That’s why we created
our Sea Turtle Conservation Collection. With every wear, you’re spreading the
message for sea turtles and with every purchase we donate 10% of the proceeds to The
Sea Turtle Conservancy.

The Forest Department is responsible for collecting and storing turtle eggs, protecting
baby turtles from danger,aﬁe;__45 days, and carefully releasing them into the sea. The Forest

Department officer F. B Vahsald that they have been operating this work since 2015,
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